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Previously on Parks and Recreation:

Leslie and Ben got engaged.

April is taking on more of Leslie’s duties.

Andy is a City Hall security guard.

Chris and Ann are getting close again.

Tom started Rent-A-Swag.
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COLD OPEN

LESLIE TALKING HEAD

LESLIE
I am a fan of the morning 
constitutional.  Mostly because it 
uses the word constitutional.  I’m 
referring to the first visit to the 
bathroom during the day.  

INT. CITY HALL - HALLWAY - DAY

The hallway is filled with people trying to look nonchalant, 
but who have newspapers and magazines folded up under their 
arms or half eaten fiber bars, or extra large coffees.  

LESLIE (V.O.)
President Hoover said it was more 
foundational to being an American 
than the actual constitution.

INT. CITY HALL HALLWAY IN FRONT OF RESTROOMS - DAY

Everyone casually parts into bathrooms avoiding eye contact.

LESLIE (V.O.)
But I have so many pet peeves when 
it comes to the bathroom.

INT. CITY HALL - WOMEN’S RESTROOM - DAY

The stalls are closed and occupied.  Leslie is actually 
reading a laminated copy of the Constitution.  SOMEONE is in 
the stall next to her TALKING ON A CELL PHONE.  Leslie 
reacts.

LESLIE (V.O.)
The people who talk on cell phones 
in the bathroom.  Technically, you 
should have to get a license to 
broadcast those noises.  They’re 
like intellectual property.

Leslie’s hand comes through the toilet paper partition and 
grabs the cell phone and pulls it back into her stall.  We 
hear a FLUSH.

ANOTHER WOMAN is pushing each stall to see if it’s available, 
instead of looking for feet.  
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LESLIE (V.O.)

Then, there’s the people who don’t 
look to see if the stall is 
occupied, they just push all the 
doors in, even the ones with broken 
locks.

The woman pushes the door into Leslie’s stall.

LESLIE
Excuse me!

Leslie covers up with the constitution, and pushes the door 
shut with her foot.  The woman continues down the stalls 
until she finds an empty one.

LESLIE (V.O.)
But the worst is when people don’t 
wash their hands.

We hear a person next to Leslie FLUSH.  Leslie’s face show 
expectations to hear the sink turn on.  Instead, we hear the 
DOOR OPEN AND SHUT.  Leslie reacts.

INT. CITY HALL - HALLWAY IN FRONT OF RESTROOMS - MOMENTS 
LATER

Leslie comes running out of the bathroom holding up her 
unzipped skirt with toilet paper coming out the top of the 
side.

LESLIE
Stop right there!

She turns a LADY around to reveal she’s using hand sanitizer.  

Leslie is surprised.  The Lady responds to Leslie touching 
her.

LADY
Gross!  Did you even wash your 
hands?!

Leslie looks at the camera.

Leslie runs back into the bathroom while everyone stares.

INT. CITY HALL - HALLWAY - DAY

Everyone looks grossed-out at Leslie as she walks down the 
hall.  Leslie reacts.

3.



©2012 Joy Bickham
LESLIE (V.O.)

Morning constitutional can also 
mean a morning stroll.

END OF COLD OPEN
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ACT ONE

INT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - DAY

LESLIE, RON, APRIL, DONNA, TOM, JERRY gather around the 
middle of the room.

LESLIE
We have a big problem, people.  

TOM
I didn’t know she was a 
councilwoman!

(off reactions)
I didn’t say anything.

LESLIE
The town sinkhole in the middle of 
the park on Drexel Avenue is now 25 
feet wide and growing.  It’s 
encroaching on the parking lot and 
even the bike lane on Drexel and 
it’s moving at a rate of an inch 
every two hours.  The problem is we 
don’t have the money to fill it in 
until we cross over to the next 
fiscal year.  I need everyone’s 
ideas on how to handle it.  Go!

TOM
Dig the sink hole out, then fill it 
in with what you dug up.

LESLIE
I don’t know what that means, but 
thank you for your contribution. 

(then)
And we’ll talk about Councilwoman 
Thomas’ car bra later.  

JERRY
Actually, I found a budget error; 
we probably have enough extra money 
in --

TOM
You made a budget error?  Way to 
go, Jerry.

Everyone AD LIBS their disapproval.

APRIL
Yeah.  Way to go, Jerry.  
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LESLIE

Let’s stay on task.  Solutions for 
our sinkhole problem.

RON
We could take the money we’re using 
to pay the scientist who is 
watching the sinkhole and charting 
it’s growth and actually fill in 
the sinkhole.

DONNA
We could try to get the town to 
pitch in to fill it in.  Everyone 
has to drive on Drexel Avenue.

RON
No one wants to pay taxes.  
Especially during tax season.

APRIL
No, everybody.  We just need to put 
a spin on it.  Make the town want 
the sinkhole.  Then we don’t have 
to do anything. 

LESLIE
I don’t know.  Wouldn’t that be 
dangerous?

RON
(sotto to Leslie)

Shhh.  I’m grooming her.  I want to 
see this play out.

APRIL
Yeah, just let me work on it.

Leslie, unsure, goes off of Ron’s reaction.  Ron is beaming.

LESLIE
Okay, April.  Show us what you can 
do.

Behind Leslie, out the window in the courtyard is CHRIS and 
ANN working on their bikes.

CUT TO:
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EXT. COURTYARD - DAY

Ann is dressed cute, a little too cute to want to get dirty.  
She’s standing.  Chris is dressed in sportswear, crouched 
down, digging into the bike.

ANN
So, I supposedly got a great deal 
on it, but I really have no idea 
what to do to fix it up.  Thanks 
for looking at it.

CHRIS
My pleasure, Ann Perkins!  A 
healthy bike requires the 3 “A”’s: 
Air, Accurate tools, and A can of 
WD-40.

ANN
(re: her bike)

So, I need air in my tires?

CHRIS
No, you need air in your tubes.  
You see, the tires are only the 
crunchy outer shell over the 
delicious milk chocolate of the 
tubes.  Or would the air be the 
milk chocolate, and the tubes be 
the shell?  Then what would the 
tire be?

ANN
I don’t get it.

CHRIS
Well, sit down here and I’ll show 
you.

Ann reacts.

ANN TALKING HEAD

ANN
I don’t like to be dirty if I don’t 
have to.  I don’t mind going to the 
gym and working up a sweat, but I 
have to shower right after, before 
I leave.  

Ann tentatively sits down.  She looks uncomfortably at the 
dirty ground and bird droppings, bugs, and feathers.  
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ANN (V.O.)

I don’t like the dirt, bugs, animal 
parts.

She looks at her hands to see if they’re dirty yet. 

ANN TALKING HEAD

ANN
But, Chris agreed to help me with 
my new thrift store bike on his day 
off, so...yep.

INT. CITY HALL - HALLWAY - DAY

ANDY is on cell phone.

ANDY
April!  Where are you?  I brought 
lunch.

APRIL (O.S.)
I had to go do something for work, 
I’m sorry.  

ANDY
Well, it’s hard for me to be here 
at work but not working.  Everyone 
expects me to help them and do 
security guard things.

APRIL (O.S.)
Like who?

No one is around Andy.

ANDY
I just need you to come back so 
people know I’m busy and not to bug 
me.

APRIL (O.S.)
I can’t.  Why don’t you just use 
the employee break room?

ANDY
The what?
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APRIL (O.S.)

That’s the room where employees go 
to eat lunch and not get bugged 
about work.

ANDY
They have that?!

INT. CITY HALL - HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Andy is wandering the halls with the cell phone at his ear 
acknowledging April’s directions as he makes turns, rides the 
elevator, and makes course corrections, until he is in front 
of the City Hall Employee Break Room.

ANDY
Ah ha!

APRIL (O.S.)
Finally!  So, this sinkhole-

Andy hangs up on April and goes through the door.

EXT. T-SHIRTS & MORE - DAY

April looks menacing at her phone and then puts it away.  She 
goes inside.

INT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - RON’S OFFICE - DAY

Leslie enters and closes door behind her.  Ron is eating a 
slab of ribs.  He is wearing a mustache cover.

LESLIE
Ron, I tried to distract myself, 
but I can’t just sit back and let 
April take charge.  When there’s a 
problem, I have to fix it!

RON
You should’ve thought about that 
before you ran for office.

(beat)
You need to let the next generation 
have a turn at the wheel.  Learn 
and grow.  Blossom into something 
we all can be proud of.  

LESLIE
But-
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RON

Leslie, please give April a chance.

LESLIE
Okay.  Thanks.

Leslie starts to exit.

RON
See you in another 2 minutes. 

LESLIE
Right.

Leslie turns back to Ron and puts a list on his desk.

LESLIE (CONT’D)
Try these next time.  

Leslie exits.

INT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - LESLIE’S OFFICE - DAY

Leslie grabs the phone and calls Ben.

LESLIE
Ben!  What are you doing right now? 
And what are you wearing?

BEN (O.S.)
Um, I don’t know.  April just sent 
me a text and asked me to help her 
with something, that’s weird, 
right?

Leslie gets excited, almost crawls up on her desk towards the 
phone.

LESLIE
That’s excellent!  That’s perfect!  
Ben, please help April.  I will 
feel a lot better since I can’t be 
there myself.  It will help me calm 
down and not obsess about it all 
day.

BEN (O.S.)
Well, I guess I do owe her a favor.  
Maybe we can meet up later?

LESLIE
(romantic)

Oh you know it baby.
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BEN (O.S.)

Oh yeah?  Well, I love you.

LESLIE
I love you, too!

INT. BEN’S CAR - OUTSIDE AAAAA (QUINTUPLE A) TAILORING AND 
ALTERATIONS - DAY

Ben checks the map on his phone.  

BEN
This is the right address. 
Quintuple A Tailoring and 
Alterations.

Ben exits the car.

BEN (CONT’D)
(sotto)

They really wanted to be the first 
name in the phone book.

Ben goes inside.
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ACT TWO

INT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - DAY

Tom is standing above Donna as she works on his Rent A Swag 
website.

DONNA
This is going to take all day!  
What did you do?

TOM
I thought I could snazz up the 
website a bit on my own.  

DONNA
You know people go to school for 
years to become website designers, 
right?

TOM
(whining)

Stop hurting my feelings and fix 
it!

Leslie enters and secretly calls over Tom, Donna, Jerry.

LESLIE
Listen, I’ve been trying to just 
let the sinkhole problem go, but I 
just gotta have a back up solution.  
Why don’t you all work on your 
other solutions quietly in the 
background while we outwardly 
support April 100%?  Thanks.

Leslie exits.  Tom and Donna get back to what they’re doing.  

JERRY
Aren’t you guys going to work on 
the sinkhole?

TOM
Not now, Jerry.

Jerry reacts.

EXT. COURTYARD - LATER

Ann and Chris are still working on their bikes.
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CHRIS

See this thing falling out?  It’s 
called rim tape.  You need new rim 
tape to cover the spoke nipples, so 
you won’t pop a tube and get a flat 
tire.

ANN
Spoke nipples?

CHRIS
Yes.  We need to take the wheels 
apart, anyway.  I’ll take mine off 
first and then I’ll show you my 
nipples. 

A little old lady overhears and walks by slowly making eye 
contact with Ann as Chris loosens and removes the front 
wheel.  Ann reacts to the camera.

CHRIS (CONT’D)
Now, you do the back one.

Ann clumsily does it, getting unnecessarily dirty (holds 
muddy tire to chest, grips greasy chain to take it off the 
spoke, for some reason the brake turns her hand black).

ANN
There!

Ann gives two greasy thumbs up, then wipes her hair out of 
her face, leaving a greasy streak on her forehead.

CHRIS
Beautiful! Time to take the tires 
and tubes off the rim.

ANN
Then we can see the spoke nipples?

CHRIS
Then we can see the spoke nipples.

ANN TALKING HEAD

ANN
I’m kinda getting into this.
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EXT. PAWNEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

APRIL (O.S.)
On behalf of the Parks Department, 
thank you for taking the time to 
meet with me.

PAWNEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE - DAY

April is holding a box of t-shirts and talking to the 
PRINCIPAL.

APRIL
I know you’ve been thinking of 
changing your controversial school 
mascot for some time.

We pan over to see a pendant of “Pawnee Murderers” where 
someone is killing an Eagleton.  

APRIL (CONT’D)
Well, let me introduce you to-

April puts down the box to reveal she’s wearing the t-shirt.

APRIL (CONT’D)
“Sinky”!  The official Pawnee town 
sinkhole!  Yay!

PRINCIPAL
The one off Drexel Avenue? I’m 
listening.

APRIL
Well, then, “red rum!”

April motions to the door.  No one enters

PRINCIPAL
What?

APRIL
Fine!  “Caw Caw!”

Obviously the cue for BEN to come in, he is dressed in a 
strange sink-hole-esque mascot costume.

BEN
(to April)

I told you just to say my name.
(to Principal)

I am “Sinky,” the beloved Pawnee 
sinkhole.
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The Principal seems pleased.

PRINCIPAL
(to April re: costume)

That’s a perfect size for our 
second graders.

BEN
I’m right here.

BEN TALKING HEAD

BEN
I knew I would regret saying “I owe 
you” to April when she didn’t hit 
me in the arm the other day.

INT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - LESLIE’S OFFICE

Leslie at her computer ruminating.

LESLIE
(sotto)

I’ve got to check in on April.  I 
can’t just sit here.

(beat)
What was that site Tom told me?

Leslie types into the search engine: “triangulate” then 
backspaces and rewrites: “tryangul8”.  She reaches a website 
with Jean-Ralphio’s animated face moving about.  A sign 
flashes “Only 19.99 to check in on your boo!”  Leslie pauses.  
Then starts to sign up for the service.

INT. PAWNEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - GYM - DAY

A class of kids are lining up getting their new t-shirts from 
April in the middle of the gym.  Ben, dressed as “Sinky”, is 
on his cell phone on the sideline covering his ear from the 
noise.

BEN
Leslie, if you can hear me, I can’t 
meet up with you after all.  I’m 
sorry.  It’s taking longer than I 
expected, but I’ll tell you all 
about it later.

Kids already wearing shirts are sitting in the bleachers.  
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Next thing you know, Ben is running around the gym hollering, 
attempting to hype up the new mascot.

INT. PAWNEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

Two kids wearing Sinky shirts are arguing.  April hears from 
around the corner.

KID 1
No, Sinky is the best!

KID 2
I said that first!

KID 1
You think Sinky is the best, too?

KID 2
That’s what I said!

KID 1
Oh.  Cool.  Wanna play dodgeball?

KID 2
Sure!

APRIL TALKING HEAD

APRIL
Ron’s mustache is going to curl up 
when he hears this.

INT. CITY HALL - BREAK ROOM - DAY

Andy is living it up in the break room.  Making it his own.  
Plays guitar and sings.  Lays on a couch, reveals his feet 
are on someone.  Builds a fort with chairs and couch 
cushions.  He tries to get everyone excited.  To him, 
everyone’s taking the room for granted.  They just want to be 
left alone.

ANDY
(to a business man)

It’s like the end of the rainbow.  
The best perk of the job.  A whole 
room at work specifically designed 
for no work!
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ANDY (CONT’D)

(to a councilwoman)
There are no work rules for this 
room!  You can do anything you 
want.  The sky’s the limit!  You’re 
not on the clock!

COUNCILWOMAN
I’m salary.

Andy sits with a RODGER who is tentatively excited.

ANDY
(to a janitor)

So, if you had all the money in the 
world, what would you do?

RODGER
I would be a chef.  

ANDY
Rodger, I’m telling you, in this 
room - you are a chef!

Rodger is at the break room kitchen counter, pulling ramen 
out of the microwave, chopping chives, and sauteing mushrooms 
over a portable hot plate.

Andy stands on the counter and talks to everyone.

ANDY (CONT’D)
What’s your dream?  You can do it 
in the break room!

A man and woman sitting on the couch in the back of the room 
start making out.

ANDY (CONT’D)
I didn’t mean you can do “it” in 
the break room.

RODGER
(to councilwoman)

I’m going to quit my job.

EXT. TATTOO PARLOR - DAY

LESLIE TALKING HEAD

LESLIE
So I decided against giving my 
credit card number to Jean-Ralphio.  

(MORE)
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I’m just hitting some places I 
think April would go.

EXT. GOTH RECORD STORE

Though the open door, sticking out like a sore thumb, Leslie 
pretends that she’s shopping, but is really looking around 
for April.  

EXT. UNDERGROUND ART GALLERY

There are no other cars in the parking lot.  The playbill 
reads “Ghost town”.  Leslie enters and there is a big blank 
stark white empty room except for one tumbleweed.

(to empty room)
Hello?

(sotto)
Well, that’s just not safe.

She backs out and exits hurriedly.

INT. LESLIE’S CAR - OUTSIDE APRIL’S HOUSE - DAY

Leslie is in her car, barely slows down.  No cars in the 
driveway.  Leslie speeds off.

INT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER

Tom and Donna are still on her computer.

Jerry is annoyed at them.

JERRY
(sotto)

Since they won’t let me use the 
budget surplus, I guess I could 
start by calling the principal of 
the elementary school and see if he 
could do a fund-raiser.  No one can 
resist those kids.

Pan to Jerry’s desk cluttered with school candy bars, 
magazines, wrapping paper, discount books, etc.

LESLIE (CONT'D)
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EXT. J.J.’S DINER - DAY

Through the window, we see a WAITRESS bring Leslie waffles 
and lots of whip cream.  She chows down.
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ACT THREE

INT. PAWNEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE - DAY

The principal is speaking into the microphone intercom.

PRINCIPAL
Students, we have a crisis on our 
hands.  The Parks Department just 
called, and it seems like our 
beloved mascot, Sinky, is about to 
be covered over.  We need to raise 
money to keep him!  Your teachers 
will be calling your parents 
immediately.  Whoever raises enough 
money by 3:00 p.m. will wear the 
mascot costume at the next 
basketball game!

EXT. COURTYARD - DAY

Ann and Chris have reassembled their bikes, cleaned them, and 
now are drying them off with towels.  Chris looks normal.  
Ann is a complete dirty mess.

CHRIS
Now, doesn’t that feel good?

ANN
It actually does.  You know, it’s 
really nice of you to help me with 
my bike, Chris.  I really 
appreciate it.

CHRIS
Oh, Ann Perkins!  My pleasure.

ANN TALKING HEAD

Dirty but kinda smitten.

ANN
I don’t know!

CHRIS TALKING HEAD

Kinda smitten himself.
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CHRIS

I don’t know.

EXT. PAWNEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

The principal hands Jerry a stack of cash.  Jerry shakes his 
hand.

INT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - DAY

Ron, Leslie, April, Donna, and Tom are gathered in the 
office.  Ron is shaking April’s hand with a proud smirk.

RON
I knew you could do it all along.

Leslie is cleaning whip cream out of her hair.

LESLIE
(half-heartedly)

I was behind you all the way.  
Never doubted you for a moment.

Ron’s phone line rings.  April answers it like she can handle 
anything.

April’s face falls.

APRIL
WHAT!?

EXT. PARK ON DREXEL AVENUE - DAY

Jerry is wearing a hard hat and proudly filling in the 
sinkhole that is so ridiculously huge, that someone built a 
bridge over it so the Drexel Avenue bike lane could have a 
path.  There is even a bronze plaque that tells the story of 
“Sinky”.

The rest of the Parks Department pull up and fly out of the 
car.

A bus with the Principal and some students pulls up.  The bus 
has a banner that reads: “Save Sinky!”  The principal falls 
to his knees, shaking his fists at the sky.

PRINCIPAL
No!  God, no!
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TOM

(to the kids)
There’s the man responsible for 
filling in the sinkhole.

Jerry hears Tom and believing he is a hero, he waves happily 
to the kids.

A kid comes up and kicks Jerry’s shin.

KID 3
You killed Sinky!!!

Other kids are crying in the background.  One is squeezing a 
Sinky plushy.

April runs up and kicks Jerry’s shin.  

APRIL
I had this!

JERRY
(confused)

I sincerely do not understand.

Ron looks at the bus banner.

RON
(to April)

“A” for effort.

INT. CITY HALL - BREAK ROOM - DAY

The break room is lively.  The councilwoman is learning 
magic.  Rodger is cooking for everyone.  The business man is 
quilting.  

Everyone thanks Andy as he walks around.

We look to the clock, and it’s almost 5:00 p.m.  No one went 
back to work.

All the SUPERVISORS start to come in and whisper to their 
employees and walk them out.

Andy reacts.

INT. CITY HALL - HALLWAY - OUTSIDE BREAKROOM - NIGHT

Andy looks at the caution tape blocking the entrance to the 
break room.
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A MAINTENANCE GUY pulls the “Break room” sign off the wall.  
He gives Andy a dirty look.

INT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - RESTROOM - DAY

Ben tries and fails to remove the Sinky costume.
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TAG

EXT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - EVENING

Everyone is riding bikes.  Ann is greasy, sweaty, 
dishevelled, dirty, with ratty hair, but she’s smiling.

ANN TALKING HEAD

ANN
I really had a lot of fun today.  I 
was able to forget everything and 
just have a good time, get my hands 
dirty, and really accomplish 
something.

Tom yells from a bike in the background as he rides in and 
out of frame behind her.

TOM
Ann looks crazy!  Ann, the solid 
waste department called, and they 
said they’ve never seen anything so 
dirty.  Ann, you have a family of 
birds living in your hair.  Ann, 
have you been rolling around on the 
ground again?  

EXT. PARKS DEPARTMENT OFFICE - DAY

Andy is riding a bike poorly.  He is spinning the pedals more 
than actually pushing them.

ANDY
(to April)

I think the hardest part about 
riding a bike is keeping the pedals 
turning.

END OF SHOW
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